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Hosea 4

! Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a
controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy,
nor knowledge of God in the land. 2 By swearing, and lying, and killing, and
stealing, and committing adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth blood.
3 Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein shall
languish, with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven; yea, the
fishes of the sea also shall be taken away. * Yet let no man strive, nor reprove
another: for thy people are as they that strive with the priest. > Therefore shalt
thou fall in the day, and the prophet also shall fall with thee in the night, and I
will destroy thy mother.

6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected
knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing
thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children. 7 As they
were increased, so they sinned against me: therefore will I change their glory into
shame. ® They eat up the sin of my people, and they set their heart on their
iniquity. ® And there shall be, like people, like priest: and I will punish them for
their ways, and reward them their doings. ' For they shall eat, and not have
enough: they shall commit whoredom, and shall not increase: because they have
left off to take heed to the LORD. ' Whoredom and wine and new wine take
away the heart.

12 My people ask counsel at their stocks, and their staff declareth unto them:
for the spirit of whoredoms hath caused them to err, and they have gone a
whoring from under their God. ' They sacrifice upon the tops of the mountains,
and burn incense upon the hills, under oaks and poplars and elms, because the
shadow thereof is good: therefore your daughters shall commit whoredom, and
your spouses shall commit adultery. 4 I will not punish your daughters when they
commit whoredom, nor your spouses when they commit adultery: for themselves
are separated with whores, and they sacrifice with harlots: therefore the people
that doth not understand shall fall. ' Though thou, Israel, play the harlot, yet
let not Judah offend; and come not ye unto Gilgal, neither go ye up to Bethaven,
nor swear, The LORD liveth. ' For Israel slideth back as a backsliding heifer:



now the LORD will feed them as a lamb in a large place. '” Ephraim is joined
to idols: let him alone. '8 Their drink is sour: they have committed whoredom
continually: her rulers with shame do love, Give ye. * The wind hath bound her
up in her wings, and they shall be ashamed because of their sacrifices.

1 The Importance of Knowledge

And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue
knowledge;

2 Peter 1:5, KJV

O Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee? O Judah, what shall I do unto
thee? for your goodness is as a morning cloud, and as the early dew it goeth
away. Therefore have I hewed them by the prophets; I have slain them by the
words of my mouth: and thy judgments are as the light that goeth forth. For
I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt
offerings. But they like men have transgressed the covenant: there have they
dealt treacherously against me. Gilead is a city of them that work iniquity, and
is polluted with blood. And as troops of robbers wait for a man, so the company
of priests murder in the way by consent: for they commit lewdness.

Hosea 6:4-9, KJV

2 The Character of Those Who Lack Knowledge

Unbelievers

<<To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.>>

The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they
have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good. The LORD looked
down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did
understand, and seek God. They are all gone aside, they are all together become
filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one. Have all the workers of
iniquity no knowledge? who eat up my people as they eat bread, and call not
upon the LORD. There were they in great fear: for God is in the generation of
the righteous. Ye have shamed the counsel of the poor, because the LORD is his
refuge. Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! when the LORD
bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be
glad.

Psalms 14:1-7, KJV



Rebellious

Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the LORD hath spoken, I have
nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me. The ox
knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s crib: but Israel doth not know, my
people doth not consider. Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed
of evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the LORD, they
have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward.

[saiah 1:2-4, KJV
Fools

For my people is foolish, they have not known me; they are sottish children,
and they have none understanding: they are wise to do evil, but to do good they
have no knowledge.

Jeremiah 4:22, KJV
Hard Hearted

Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know,
and seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that
executeth judgment, that seeketh the truth; and I will pardon it. And though
they say, The LORD liveth; surely they swear falsely. O LORD, are not thine
eyes upon the truth? thou hast stricken them, but they have not grieved; thou
hast consumed them, but they have refused to receive correction: they have
made their faces harder than a rock; they have refused to return. Therefore I
said, Surely these are poor; they are foolish: for they know not the way of the
LORD, nor the judgment of their God. I will get me unto the great men, and will
speak unto them; for they have known the way of the LORD, and the judgment
of their God: but these have altogether broken the yoke, and burst the bonds.
Wherefore a lion out of the forest shall slay them, and a wolf of the evenings
shall spoil them, a leopard shall watch over their cities: every one that goeth out
thence shall be torn in pieces: because their transgressions are many, and their
backslidings are increased.

Jeremiah 5:1-6, KJV

How to Grow in Knowledge

And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to
depart from evil is understanding.

Job 28:28, KJV



But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in
my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you.

John 14:26, KJV

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

2 Timothy 2:15, KJV

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: And thou shalt love the
LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
might. And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:
And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when
thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign
upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. And thou
shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.

Deuteronomy 6:4-9, KJV

And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same
commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.

2 Timothy 2:2, KJV



